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https://www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2022-03-21-FINAL-Reforming-Youth-Justice-submission.pdf



https://www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/CCYP-Media-AYDC-091021.pdf



https://www.commissionofinquiry.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/659352/Statement-of-Leanne-McLean,-Commissioner-for-Children-and-Young-People,-12-April-2022.pdf

Commission of Inquiry into the Tasmanian
Government’s Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse in Institutional Settings

A Commission of Inquiry into the Tasmanian Government’s Responses to Child
Sexual Abuse in Institutional Settings was established on 15 March 2021.

The Commission of Inquiry creates an enormous opportunity for every
Tasmanian to act on our shared responsibility to take all necessary steps

to reduce the risk of child sexual abuse and to respond appropriately if
and when it does occur. As the continued emergence of historical and
more contemporary allegations of child abuse across a range of Tasmanian
Government settings demonstrates, this will require wholesale changes to
the way we empower children to have a voice, how our organisations work
to protect children, and how our community embraces and implements the
National Principles for Child Safe Organisations.

The Commission of Inquiry held its opening hearing on 26 October 2027;
hearings recommenced in May 2022 in Hobart and Launceston after they were
postponed due to COVID.

The Commissioner provided a written submission to the Commission of
Inquiry in which she made suggestions for strengthening Tasmania’s approach
to keeping children safe in organisational settings. The Commissioner also
provided a witness statement to the Commission and has assisted the
Commission by providing other information relevant to its terms of reference.

The Commissioner appeared before the Commission twice during the
reporting period. On 5 May 2022, the Commissioner, together with a panel
of other independent statutory office holders, gave evidence on the topic:
The Tasmanian Context - Challenges and Opportunities for Change. The
Commissioner gave evidence again on 17 June 2022.

Other systemic advice and advocacy

The Commissioner provided advice to government and others on numerous
matters affecting the rights and wellbeing of children and young people in
Tasmania throughout the reporting period. All submissions can be viewed in
Appendix B and on the CCYP website. Below we highlight some particularly
significant work undertaken in this reporting period.

Independent Children’s Lawyers
Practice Standards and Guidelines

On 20 June 2022, Tasmania Legal Aid launched the /ndependent Children’s
Lawyers Practice Standards and Guidelines (PSGs). The PSGs respond to
children’s feedback about what they need from their independent children’s
lawyer. The PSGs set out guidelines and related standards of practice
prescribed by Tasmania Legal Aid for independent children’s lawyers who are
employed or funded by Tasmania Legal Aid. The PSGs were developed over
18 months in consultation with the Commissioner, representatives from the
Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia, the Law Society of Tasmania,
the Family Law Practitioners Association of Tasmania, Tasmania Legal Aid and
others. The Commissioner’s office was represented on the project steering
committee.

The Commissioner’s office is also represented on a project steering committee
advising Tasmania Legal Aid on the development of practice standards and
guidelines for lawyers representing the interests of children in child safety
proceedings under the Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act 1997.
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https://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/media/4742/anzccg-statement-progress-of-the-implementation-of-the-recommendations-of-the-royal-commission-into-institutional-responses-to-child-sexual-abuse-final-report-a-rapid-review-of-volume-six.pdf
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https://www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2022-03-21-FINAL-Reforming-Youth-Justice-submission.pdf

Priority areas of
work in 2022-23

For information about the Commissioner for Children and Young People’s priority
areas of work in 2022-23, please refer to the CCYP Annual Plan for 2022-2023.
In that plan, work is organised under three priorities:

« Communication and Engagement
* Monitoring
» Advocacy and Adyvice.
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https://www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2022-03-31-Lt-Minister-Jaensch-with-Annual-Plan.pdf

Other public
commentary
and stakeholder
engagement

Please refer to the appendices for lists of the
following:

Appendix A - Reports and publications
Appendix B - Submissions

Appendix C - Media releases and opinion pieces
Appendix D - Speeches, presentations and events
Appendix E - Membership of groups.

Please also refer to the CCYP website for any
submissions and comments on draft Bills not
mentioned elsewhere in this report, as these are
routinely published on the website.
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Appendix A: Reports and publications

Commissioner for Children and
Young People Tasmania Annual Report
2020-21 - 15 November 2021

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
AR2021-DIGITAL-15-NOV-2021-ART.pdf

Tasmanian Climate Change (State Action)
Amendment Bill 2021: Email correspondence to all
members of the Tasmanian Parliament -

21 March 2022
www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/2022-
03-21-Email-Climate-Change-State-Action-Amendment-
Bill-2021.pdf

Commissioner for Children and Young People
2022-2023 Annual Plan - 31 March 2022

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wWp-content/uploads/2022-
03-31-Lt-Minister-Jaensch-with-Annual-Plan.pdf

‘I think adults play a big role in this’. Listening

to the views of children and young people on

‘Acceptance, Belonging and Feeling Safe’ and
the importance of respectful relationships and
consent education - 14 April 2022

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/
Respectful-Relationships-and-Consent-Ed-Report-13-
APR-2022.pdf

‘OK, so a nest is a home’. Views and experiences
of Tasmanian children and young people in out-of-
home care - 2 June 2022

https./www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/
Nest-book_final_web-1.pdf
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Appendix B: Submissions

Review of the Australian Curriculum - 8 July 2021
www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/2021-07-
08-CCYP-Submission-to-the-Review-of-the-Australian-
Curriculum-FINAL.pdf

Consultation on implementing the successor plan to
the National Framework for Protecting Australia’s
Children 2009-2020 - 26 July 2021
www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021-

07-26-CCYP-TAS-Submission-to-Successor-Plan-to-the-
National-Framework-for-Protecting-Australias-Children.pdf

Commission of Inquiry into the Tasmanian
Government’s Responses to Child Sexual Abuse in
Institutional Settings - 29 July 2021
www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/
uploads/2021.07.29-CCYP-Submission-Commission-of-
Inquiry-FINAL.pdf

Under 16 Homelessness - A policy framework
for Tasmania: Children and young people under
16 who are alone and at risk of or experiencing
homelessness (draft) - 2 August 2021
www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/2021-

08-02-Comment-Draft-Policy-Framework-Under-16-
Homelessness-.pdf

Family Violence Reforms Bill 2021 - 14 October 2021
Unpublished.

Consultation on the Education Legislation
Amendments (Education Regulation) Bill - 23
August 2021

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/2021-08-
23-Submission-Education-Regulation-Bill.pdf

Consultation on the Tasmanian Standards for
Children and Young People in Care - 17 September
2021

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/2021-09-
17-O0OHC-Standards-Submission.pdf

OPCAT Implementation Bill 2021 - 17 September
2021

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/2021-09-
17-Submission-OPCAT-NPM-Tasmania.pdf

Written Contribution to the Tasmanian Literacy
Advisory Panel on Early Years Literacy - 2
November 2021

Unpublished

Tasmanian Climate Change (State Action) Act
Amendment Bill 2021 - 12 November 2021
www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021-

11-12-FINAL-Submission-Climate-Change-State-Action-
Amendment-Bill-2021.pdf

Criminal Code Amendment Bill 2022 - 7 February
2022
www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/2022-
02-07-FINAL-CCYP-Tas-Comment-Criminal-Code-
Amendment-Bill-2022_-002.pdf

National Plan to End Violence Against Women and
Children 2022-32 - 25 February 2022

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/2022-02-
25-CCYP-Tas-Submission-FINAL.pdf

Reforming Tasmania’s Youth Justice System:
discussion paper - 21 March 2022

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/2022-03-
21-FINAL-Reforming-Youth-Justice-submission.pdf

Australian Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs
Committee inquiry into the Religious Discrimination
Bill 2021 and related Bills - 21 December 2021
www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/

Senate/Legal_and_Constitutional_Affairs/
Religiousdiscrimination/Submissions

Parliamentary Joint Committee on Human Rights
inquiry into the Religious Discrimination Bill 2021
(the Bill) and related bills - 21 December 2021

www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/
Joint/Human_Rights/ReligiousDiscrimination/Submissions

Review of the Disability Services Act 2071 - 23
December 2021

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021-
12-23-CCYP-submission-to-Disability-Services-Act-
Discussion-Paper.pdf

Discussion paper on the Tasmanian Sport and
Active Recreation Strategy - 23 December 2021
www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/2021-12-
23-CCYP-Submission-to-Tasmanian-Sports-and-Active-
Recreation-Strategy.pdf

Tasmania’s Community-wide Framework on Literacy
- 25 March 2022

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/2022-03-
25-Literacy-Advisory-Panel-submission.pdf

Review of the Tasmania Law Reform Institute - 29
April 2022

Oral submission

Tasmania’s third Family and Sexual Violence Action
Plan - 31 May 2022
www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/2022-05-
31-Third-Family-and-Sexual-Violence-Action-Plan-CCYP-
Tas-Submission.pdf

Tasmanian Drug Strategy 2021-2027 - 30 June
2022

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/2022-06-
30-FINAL-submission-Tasmanian-Drug-Strategy.pdf
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Appendix C: Media releases and opinion pieces

Wellbeing - 5 July 2021 (opinion piece)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
Talking-Point-We-Call-It-Happy-Report-FINAL.pdf

Tasmania Legal Aid’s Children First report
welcomed - 22 July 2021 (media release)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
Media-Legal-Aid-Report_Children-First-0721-FINAL.pdf

Prioritising homeless young Tasmanians - 16
August 2021 (media release)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
Media-Colony-47-0821-FINAL-1.pdf

Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy welcomed -
22 August 2021 (media release)
www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021-

08-21-CCYP-media-release-Child-and-Youth-Wellbeing-
Strategy-Welcomed-FINAL.pdf

State Budget 2021-2022 - 27 August 2021 (media
release)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
Medlia-State-Budget-2021-2022.pdf

Ashley Youth Detention Centre - 9 September
2021 (media release)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
Media-AYDC-097021.pdf

Statement of support: Raise the age of criminal
responsibility in Tasmania - 25 October 2021 (joint
signed letter)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/joint-
letter-on-Raising-the-age-of-criminal-responsibility-
SIGNED-LETTER.pdf

Recommendations by DoE inquiry into child
sexual abuse welcomed - 10 November 2021
(media release)
www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
Media-Inquiry-into-DoE-Responses-to-child-sexual-
abuse-1121.pdf

Minimum age of criminal responsibility: Missed
opportunity - 15 November 2021 (media release)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
Media-MACR-National-151121-FINAL.pdf

Proposal to raise the age does not go far
enough - 15 November 2021 (joint media release
of the Australian and New Zealand Children’s
Commissioners and Guardians and the Australian
Human Rights Commission)
www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/

ANZCCG-Joint-Media-Statement-Pledge-on-raising-the-
age-not-enough-211115-FINAL.pdf

CCYP annual report 2020-21 - 23 November 2021
(media release)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
Media-Annual-Report-2020-2021.pdf

Putting children and young people first - 20
January 2022 (opinion piece)
www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/Talking-
Point-FINAL-Putting-child-rights-centre-in-pandemic-
policy-decisions-0122.pdf

Applications open for new CCYP Ambassadors - 8
February 2022 (media release)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/Wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
Media-CCYP-Ambassador-applications-0222-.pdf

New department supporting children and families
welcomed - 24 February 2022 (media release)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2022-
02-24-CCYP-MR-Amalgamation-of-Child-Services.pdf

Strip searching: The first step on the long road to
reform - 22 March 2022 (media release)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
Media-Strip-Searching-FINAL-0322.pdf

‘I think adults play a big role in this’: Respectful
relationships and consent education - 14 April
2022 (media release)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
Media-Respectful-relationships-and-consent-education-
report.pdf

Safeguarding children - 24 May 2022 (media
release)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2022-
05-24-CCYP-Media-SafeGuarding-Children-0522.pdf

Strip searching - 1 June 2022 (media release)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
Media-Release-Strip-Searching-0622.pdf

Minimum age of detention - 8 June 2022 (media
release)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
Media-Minimum-Age-of-Detention-0622.pdf

OK, so a nest is a home: Book launch - 14 June
2022 (media release)

www.childcomm.tas.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/CCYP-
Media-Nest-book-launch-Tuesday-0622.pdf
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Appendix D: Speeches, presentations and events

B4 Early Years Coalition: briefing to Her
Excellency the Honourable Barbara Baker AC,
Governor of Tasmania, at Government House - 7
July 2021

Early Childhood Australia, Tasmania Branch, with
B4 Early Years Coalition: Early Years Forum - 28
August 2021

Tasmania Legal Aid: launch of ‘Children First’
report - 22 July 2021

Department of Education: Young Archies awards
presentation - 4 September 2021

Elizabeth College: talk on minimum age of
criminal responsibility - 23 July 2021

National Summit on Women’s Safety 2021* - 6
September 2021

Fahan School: talk on minimum age of criminal
responsibility - 2 August 2021

NAPCAN National Child Protection Week webinar:
‘What does a community need for every child to
thrive?’ - 7 September 2021

Hobart City Council: Child and Youth
Homelessness Forum - 4 August 2021

Tasmanian Youth Sector Symposium - 9
September 2021

What Matters Tasmania: awards presentation* - 9
August 2021

Child Protection Week Safety Awards - 10
September 2021

Reconciliation Week breakfast* - 13 August 2021

Colony 47: youth homelessness and housing crisis
media opportunity - 16 August 2021

Legislative Council Tasmania: raising the minimum
age of criminal responsibility briefing - 13 October
2021

Child safe and reportable conduct: briefings for
the Government and community sector, with
Victoria’s Principal Commissioner for Children and
Young People - 18 & 19 August 2021

Hobart City Council: selection panel session for
inaugural Children’s Mayor - 18 October 2021

St James’ Catholic College, Cygnet: ‘When | wake
up | smile’ book ceremony - 26 October 2021

St Michael’s Collegiate: talk on minimum age of
criminal responsibility - 20 August 2021

Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy: launch of
Tasmanian Government’s ‘It Takes a Tasmanian
Village™ - 22 August 2021

Hobart City Council: launch of the inaugural
Children’s Mayor and annual reception for children
- 27 October 2021

Students Against Racism: cross-cultural
workshop* - 29 October 2021

TasCOSS Conference 2021* - 2 November 2021

Tasmanian Governance Forum 2021 - 3 November
2021

Rainbow Child Care and Early Learning Centre -
12 November 2021

Australian National University: ‘In Conversation
with Children’s Commissioners’ webinar series - 18
November 2021

Lady Gowrie Service Managers: professional
development presentation - 19 November 2021

University of Tasmania - B4 Early Years Coalition:
‘Making Marks: A Celebration of Children’s Art’
exhibition launch - 19 November 2021

Youth Advisory Group: meeting with CREATE - 19
November 2021

Community Consultative Group - child and youth
wellbeing workshop* - 23 November 2021

Foster and Kinship Carer Association Tasmania
(FKAT): carer morning tea*, Penguin - 24
November 2021

Our Watch: national primary prevention hub
event* - 30 November 2021

FKAT: Christmas lunch* - 10 December 2021

Ogilvie High School: graduation awards
presentation - 14 December 2021
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Ashley Youth Detention Centre: Christmas lunch* -
15 December 2021

Women’s Legal Service: Safe & TogetherTM model
workshops - 8-9 June 2022

CREATE & CCYP Youth Advisory Group - 28
January 2022

Bay of Fires Children’s Art Exhibition Prize, St
Helens - 11 June 2022

Play2Learn launch* - 7 March 2022

Thrive to 25: presentation - 14 June 2022

FKAT & CREATE: morning tea* - 29 March 2022

Reforming Tasmania’s Youth Justice System:
service design workshop* - 4 April 2022

Official launch of CCYP’s ‘Loved and Safe’ book -
14 June 2022

Sustainability Strategy for Tasmania: workshop* -
12 April 2022

Tasmania Legal Aid: launch of Independent
Children’s Lawyer Practice Standards and
Guidelines* - 20 June 2022

CREATE: Voices in Action: Resilient, Resourceful
and Remarkable Conference* - 28-30 April 2022

Launceston City Council: meeting with CCYP
Ambassadors - 23 June 2022

Libraries Tasmania: leadership workshop - 4 May
2022

Tasmania Legal Aid: independent children’s
lawyers conference - 24 June 2022

Legislative Council Tasmania: Climate Change
(State Action) Amendment Bill 2021 briefing - 5
May 2022

Working It Out: IDAHOBIT breakfast and
Dorothies awards* - 17 May 2022

Commission of Inquiry into the Tasmanian
Government’s Responses to Child Sexual Abuse
in Institutional Settings: ‘The Tasmanian context:
challenges and opportunities for change’. Oral
evidence - 5 May 2022

Council of Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and
Morbidity: national meeting* - 177 May 2022

National Simultaneous Storytime, Libraries
Tasmania - 25 May 2022

National Reconciliation Week: breakfast* - 1 June
2022

Libraries Tasmania (Devonport library): ‘The Living
Room’ - 3 June 2022

Commission of Inquiry into the Tasmanian
Government’s Responses to Child Sexual Abuse in
Institutional Settings: ‘Out of home care: system
oversight and accountability and opportunities for
change’. Oral evidence - 17 June 2022

*No official speaking role
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Appendix E: Membership of groups

Australian National Child Health and Development

Atlas Oversight Group*

Australia and New Zealand Children’s
Commissioners and Guardians (ANZCCG)*

Reconciliation Tasmania Collective

Research Assessment and Approval Committee
(RAAC), Education Performance and Review,
Department of Education

Australia and New Zealand Children’s
Commissioners and Guardians Policy Officers
Network

B4 Early Years Coalition**

Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act
Review Advisory Group*

Southern Regional Mental Health Group

Statewide Youth Collaborative Group

TasCOSS COVID Recovery Statewide Meetings

Community Consultative Group on the Child and
Youth Wellbeing Strategy

Tasmania Legal Aid Independent Children’s
Lawyers Project Steering Committee

Council of Obstetric and Paediatric Mortality and
Morbidity (COPMM)*

Tasmania Legal Aid Separate Representative
Project Steering Committee

Tasmanian Collaboration for Health Improvement*

Expert Panel Therapeutic Care**

Family and Sexual Violence Community
Consultative Group

University of Tasmania Research Advisory Panel,
Regional Recovery after COVID-19*

Youth Action Priorities (YAP)

Fired Up: Responding to conflict and violence in
teen relationships in Tasmania Reference Group,
Anglicare Tasmania Inc.*

Glenorchy Action Interagency Network (GAIN)
and Youth Action Network Glenorchy (YANG) -
now Thrive to 25

Hobart City Vision Community Panel*

Magistrates Court Hobart Court Users Group

*Commissioner MclLean only
**Commissioner MclLean only - Chair, Co-Chair or
Independent Chair
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